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Y. Supply-Driven Approach (RNA).

Y. Research Needs Identification (RNI).
¥. Research Priority Setting (RPS).

0. Research Resources Allocation (RRA).
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e Reza Fakhari

The Specialized Research Library in a Glan

Abstract: In modern times, rapid scientific and technological progress
has exposed man to a huge amount of information. In the past, libraries
were kept and maintained locally. The manuscripts, books and documents
were in printed form. But in modern times, it is almost impossible to make
use of information without sorting it out, managing and processing it in
a well-organized and professional way. For this reason, professional and
specialized libraries and their librarians are playing a vital role in this regard.
In other words, specialized libraries are the result of a new approach
and a modern attitude towards information and knowledge. Hence,
librarians are not staffers of an institute only, rather they are active and
motivated managers engaged in generating, managing and disseminating
information and science. Among those libraries is the Specialized Research
Library which has been launched with the aim of generating, processing,
transmission, accumulation, storage and utilization of information
concerning research. The department for research in the Islamic Seminary
of Qom has been making efforts for the past several years and it has,
thus fast, made considerable progress. Nevertheless, too much effort has
not been invested in precisely understanding its role and function and
ways to develop it. In this study, first the nature, need, role and function
of the Specialized Research Library are studied as one of the pillars of
the comprehensive research system of Islamic seminaries. Thereupon, a
short report on the de facto situation of this library has been presented
and the existing obstacles and ways to do away with them to achieve the
necessary standards to meet the needs of researchers and managers in the
field of research have been examined. This article aims to introduce the
Specialized Research Library of the Islamic Seminary as well as to study its
role in the research system of the seminaries in a bid to offer appropriate
ways to improve it as well as to help regulate and improve research in the
seminaries.

Keywords: research, specialized library, specialized research library,
management of information, generation of science, research system,
utilization of information, research studies, seminary.
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e Muhammad Saleh Mazani

Assessing Research Needs with an Approach to Future

Abstract: The literature concerning research planning has been, for over a
half century, focused on the content of research and the subject into which
research is necessary to be conducted. This issue which has something
to do with planning and management is rooted in the type and nature
of researches. The research activities are for the most part carried out
on the basis of decisions made by a special committee often without an
inclusive and exclusives study. Obviously, the results achieved through
research activities based on such method, would lead to something which
is inefficient and characterized, in practice, by numerous setbacks.

The exit strategy is to identity the real needs and priorities by assessing
the research needs. Assessing the research needs refers to a process
of identifying the potential research needs and prioritization of various
research themes followed by allocation of resources for that purpose. One
of the constituents of success in assessing the needs is the diversity and
multiplicity of resources and things which determine how the needs may
be identified. When it comes to how the needs may be identified, it is very
important to study the needs with an approach to the future.

The predecessors’ understanding of the future has been that the future
developments would be similar to those of the past events. In other others
words, the predecessors did not differentiate between the past and future
and considered them to be akin. As per this analysis, the future comes
and goes without any fresh and unusual event as the “past” was once the
“future” and it came and elapsed. This attitude has no room in today's
world. Although the time is always elapsing, the rapid developments and
metamorphic changes in various domains have made the “future” different.
In spite of the predecessors being passive in managing the future, the desire
to control the future has been the focus of attention and is something that is
being considered in research plan for the future. This study not only seeks to
touch on the future research as one of the domains of research in academic
atmospheres and in business as well as on the seminaries as one of the
intellectual epicenter in the Islamic world but also to deal with the history
of this study in the world and Iran, universities and Islamic seminaries as
well as point out the dos and don'ts which would make the pursuit of this
objective more serious. Finally, a model of assessing the need for research
is presented with an approach to the future.

Keywords: assessing the need for research, Islamic seminaries, prospect,
monitoring, forecasting, foresight.
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e Abbasali Meshkani — Amir Hasan Shi'i

An Introduction to the Concept and Background
of Research Policymaking

Abstract: Among the most important and fundamental responsibilities of
research managers in regional and national levels is to promote research
development. The managers and those in charge of research are inevitably
using methods, techniques and tools which make “research policy-
making” the most important priority and a strategy to realize the objectives
of research development. Realizing the goals of research development in
the country depends, largely, on adopting policies that are consistent with
the research system, research priorities, culture and education, resources,
infrastructures, rules and regulations. In fact, if the policies and legal frames
are not worked out properly, the strategies, projects and budget planning
will encounter scientific and administrative problems which will eventually
delay achieving the goal. Research policymaking constitutes a number of
policies, decisions and methods which in various systems are generally
carried out under the surveillance of high authorities. The need for research
policymaking rests in the close relationship between research and the
subject of generating science and increasing needs of today's societies.
As well, the dynamism of a research system requires continuous fresh
strategic planning and policymaking. The research policymaking must be
long lasting and endurable in order to be fruitful and it should be designed
with a realistic approach to the future. To be purposeful and universal is
some of the essential features of research policymaking. The present article
has enumerated four prerequisites for research policymaking: 1) Setting up
a databank and making constant use of its data; 2) conducting an extensive
opinion poll among experts; 3) making use of known methods; 4) keeping
up policymaking.

Keywords: research, policymaking, research policymaking, research policy.

Vol.10/No.38 172



e Reza Habibi — Mahmood Raygan

Islamic and Seminary Sciences Development
Models

Abstract: Development has been one of the most important discussions
of the modern times especially in the in the field of science. To achieve it,
scholars and experts have offered several theories and patterns. What is
more important for our Islamic country is to design a completely indigenous
model which is consistent with our national culture and which would help
bring about the Iranian —Islamic model of progress.

The Islamic sciences development model especially the development meant
for seminaries must originate in the religious teachings. Considering Islam’s
epistemic, methodological and anthropological foundations, it is possible
to explore an extensive array of research of models and methods from an
Islamic perspective. Because instead of negating one of man’s perceptive
tools and placing too much emphasis on other tools, Islam recognizes each
one of them as being limited and having only some degree of capacity.
The present study aims to identity models and strategies which exist within
Islamic teachings and which can be relied upon for further development of
Islamic sciences. This article has been written with reliance on the available
documents and textual sources and the conclusions which have been
drawn criticize, first of all, the existing schools and reject them as science
development models. Secondly, one of the most important strategies that
can be pointed out in respect of religious science development is to utilize
an organized approach and negate methodological monopoly. As well,
efforts should be made to make use of all methods in their respective areas
with reliance on religious principles and presuppositions derived from
them in experimental researches especially in humanities. Thus, to make
this happen, it is also necessary to adopt a pragmatic approach so as to
direct and evaluate research activities.

Keywords: knowledge, religion, development, Islam.
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e Sulayman Khakban

An Introduction to the Nature, Reason and
Method of Islamic Sciences Development

Abstract: This articles deals in three parts with three main issues e.g. the
nature of Islamic sciences development, the reason and need for Islamic
sciences development and the method involving the development of
Islamic sciences. As for the first part, efforts have been made to elaborate
on the nature of Islamic sciences development. To answer the main
question, five secondary questions have been brought up and dealt with
and those are: What is knowledge? What is religion? What is the epistemic
domain of religion? What is development? What is development in the
context of religious sciences? Finally, after discussing four perceptions of
religious knowledge, an explanation of Islamic sciences development has
been rendered.

In the middle section of the article, attention has been focused on two
main points (i.e. the need for sciences development as a prerequisite of
development and progress of all societies and civilizations with whatever
vision and tendencies and the role of Islamic sciences development as a
prerequisite for reproducing Islamic civilization) followed by explanations
justifying the need for Islamic sciences development.

In the final section which deals with how Islamic sciences can be developed,
emphasis has been laid on five points: The need for redesigning
the geometry of true human needs as the guiding principle for the
development of science and Islamic sciences; rereading and polishing the
sciences proportionate to the geometry of true needs making sure the
production of sciences is not directed towards pseudo needs; conducting
fresh research into contemporary and current needs or providing better
responses to the needs and problems of the distant past; the need for
designing and establishing two real and virtual organizations aimed at
making operational the idea of Islamic sciences development.

The research method is mainly analytical. That is to say, first, efforts have
been made to analyze key concepts such as “knowledge”, “religion” and
“development” and then the arguments and evidence associated with
those key terms have been explained.

Keywords: knowledge, religion, development, Islam.

Vol.10/No.38 174
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